
Did you know that Belgium …

1.	 …is one of the original founders of the United 
Nations?

In	1945,	Belgium	signed	the	UN	Charter	together	with	50	
other	countries.	Former	Belgian	Prime	Minister	Paul-Henri	
Spaak	was	elected	President	of	the	first	General	Assembly	
of	the	UN	in	January	1946.	

2.	 …has already been 5 times a non-permanent member 
of the UN Security Council?

In	 this	 capacity,	 Belgium	 has	 contributed	 actively	 to	
conflict	management,	mediation	and	peacebuilding.	

3.	 …contributes $ 85 million to UN peacekeeping 
operations in 2015? 

The	 most	 important	 UN	 peacekeeping	 operations	 are	
deployed	in	the	Democratic	Republic	of	Congo,	the	Central	
African	 Republic,	 Mali,	 South	 Soudan,	 Darfur,	 Lebanon,	
Haïti.	

4.	 …has participated in many of the 71 UN peacekeeping 
missions deployed since 1948?

The	most	 recent	 large-scale	Belgian	deployment	was	 in	
UNIFIL	II,	Lebanon,	with	400	troops.	
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5.	 …is at the forefront in the fight against impunity for 
the most serious crimes like genocide or war crimes?

As	part	of	 its	active	human	rights	policy,	Belgium	takes	
the	 lead	 on	 issues	 such	 as	 the	 abolition	 of	 the	 death	
penalty,	 the	 fight	 against	 racial	 discrimination	 and	 the	
promotion	of	equal	rights	for	LGBT’s.

6.	 …did you know that Belgium is a strong defender of 
women’s rights? 

Belgium	has	been	several	times	member	of	the	Commission	
for	the	Status	of	Women	and	supports	in	particular	gender	
equality	and	the	empowerment	of	women.

7.	 …pays around 1% of the regular entire UN budget 
and ranks number 18 in the list of contributors? 

Belgian	 Development	 Cooperation	 is	 known	 for	 its	
consistent	core	funding	of	UN	organizations	and	pledged	
to	at	least	50%	of	its	aid	to	least	developed	countries.	

8.	 …demonstrated leadership in the fight against 
Ebola? 

The	Belgian	government	allocated	more	than	40	million	€	
to	respond	to	the	humanitarian	and	health	crisis.	A	mobile	
labo	 was	 set	 up	 in	 Guinea	 by	 B-FAST	 and	 researchers	
led	 by	 the	 Institute	 for	 Tropical	 Medicine	 in	 Antwerp	
intensified	research	on	a	possible	cure.	Brussels	Airlines 
was	the	only	European	carrier	that	maintained	its	flights	
on	Sierra	 Leone,	 Liberia	and	Guinea	while	 saving	 these	
countries	from	isolation.	

9.	 …is running for election as a non-permanent member 
of the UN Security Council for the period 2019-2020? 

The	 key	 words	 are:	 “Fostering	 consensus,	 Acting	 for	
peace”.	We	 count	 on	 your	 active	 support	 and	 personal	
commitment	to	the	UN	goals	and	ideals!
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